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"If you seek peace, We do not want war, but if you want
. 'war, we willampﬁt-unhas’itatingly."
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SPEECHES, STATEMENTS & MESSAGES
OF THE FATHER OF NATION,
QUAID-I-AZM! Mohammad Ali Jinnah,

in FOUR Volumes.

Collected & Compiled by:
Khurshid Ahmad Khan Yusufi

VOLUME-1 1934-1937 (Printed & Published)
VOLUME-2  1938-1941 (April 6) (Printed & Published)
\FGL_UME-S 1941 (April 1 4)-1945 (Printed & Published)
VOLUME-4..... 1946-1948 (Printed & Published)
Each Volume contains more than 750 pages.
Pricc Rs. 350/- Each volume.
Disﬁ:qunt ;_mr:nrf;lim_.i,tu the rules of
azam-i- lqbal’s Publications.

Please Contact:
Bazm-i-1gbal. 2-Club Road, Lahore.
Phone No. 6363056
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New Books of Bazm-i-Igbal

1 PAKISTAN: As visualised by Igbal & Jinnah

(Hard Bound) Pages: 320 Price: 200/-
2 Space, Time & Orders of Reality,
" (Hard Bound) Pages: 224 Price: 130/-
3 Development of Igbal’s Mind & Thought,

(Hard Bound) Pages: 288 Price: 150/-
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Did we quit the path of Salman, cease from
Qarani to learn.

(Complaint And Answer: P 15)

Dr. Muhammad Riaz has realised a quite reasonable point

regarding this line. He writes, "Qarani" refers to Uwais Qarani,

but elimination of the name may not be properly understood by

the Western readers.!® Dr. Riaz is right in his observation.

Arberry’s translations (and also those of others) should also be

analyzed with reference to his eliminations. This is quite a

horizontally different approach as compared to the one in whichg
redundancies are located. This aspect also is no less important,

6. Igbal:

13 r
ﬁ;" ot F Jt lf" <l g
(Bang-e-Dara: P.169)
Arberry; '

Dream, Thy lovers of Thy coming, and the cry of
He, The Ig_rig-".

(Complaint And Answer; P. 18)

The word "Hoo" has been translated as, "He, The King". Is there
any vindication of this translation of a pivotal word of Islamic
spiritual culture? Let us see what the other translators have got
to give us about this word:

t) Heis God = (Matthews, Igbal: P. 39)

11) the old Call (Niaz, Igbal’'s Superman: P.19)

1i1)  look on Thee (Mahmood, Shikwa And Jawab-i-
; Shikwa: St. 25) .

iv)  to praise You (Khushwant, Complaint And

e Answer: P.52) ‘

v)  Hu (Altaf, The Complaint the Answer: St. 25)
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written by Igbal in the same metre of "Shikwa" and "Jawab-e-
Shikwa". In none of the translations of these eighteen ghazals
Arberry has used the metre he used in "Complaint P;n.':i
Answer". He has translated every couplet in short trimetric or
tetyametric lines, for example.

Igbal;
=1 &by sa 37 u_?i-'*" -;.f
et gt s e oo s
(Zaboor-e-Ajum: P.16)
Arberry:

Though the falcon of the brain
Yearneth on the wing to be,
Archers in this desert plain
Wait upon him secretly!
(Persian Psalms: P10)

All the four lines are trimetric wherein a dactyllic foot has been
followed by two iambic feet. A common reader feels quite at ease
while reading these lines. A similar style is observable in "The
Tulip Of Sinai”, but, in his subsequent translations, Arberry has
made a shift-over to some other patterns. In "The Mysteries Of
Selflessness” and "Javid Nama', he has adopted blank verse and
iambic pentameter, which is the most common metre in English
poetry. However, prior to his adoption of blank verse he made
the new metric experiment in "Complaint And Answer".

As far as the rhythmic ease and flow of Arberry's
translation of "Complaint And Answer" is concerned, he and
Igbal are on a par with each other in their respective languages.
But what about the redundancies which Arberry has been
impelled to interpolate in order to create his intended
musicality? In this respect his entire translation requires an
exclusive study, in which redundancies almost in every line
should be traced out, and sefting aside the explanatory
redundancies, all the self-insertions by Arberry should be
pointed out.
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faint,
Dust bEﬁ in my mouth, but God — He is the theme of my
complaint. ‘

(Complaint and Answer: P.3)

Igbal's rhyme scheme is eastern and Arberry has harmonized it
with the English prosody, which is equally convincing,

To come to rhythm of Arberry’s "Complaint and Answer",
we observe that he has created hepta-metric lines.'” In every
line a dactyllic foot!! is followed by six iambic feet.!? This
metric device of Arberry, very rare even in English poetry,
generates a highly melodious effect. Rhythmically, the line is
divided into two parts, Caesural” is placed after the first three
feet (dactyllic + iambic + iambic). The rest of the four 1ambic
feet are brought after the caesura. In order to further elucidate
what does this artistic discussion mean, let us scan first two
lines of Arberry’s stanza which has been cited above.

— f —

N — =, —f{— |/ — -
Why must 1/ fore / ver suf // fer loss / obli /;ui nug,/’__t‘{:r ga n )
WE think r}rat / u pon / the mor // row drowned / in grief / for
yes / ter day.

While scanning these two lines, 1t must be noted well
that, since the caesura falls just after the first three feet, it 1s
unimportant whether it falls at the end of a word or breaks a
word asunder. Incidentally, in these two lines the two words,
"Suffer" and "morrow" have been divided by caesura into two
parts each, as poetic rules follow musical patterns rather than
grammatical ones. Thus, the musicality created through
heptametric arrangement of two different feet is very pleasant
when read purely in poetic style.

At this stage of our artistic discussion of Arberry’s this
translation, we proceed to another aspect of crucial importance
which, though artistic, has got a bearing on the conveyance of
the meanings of the original text. Iqbal's original Urdu poems,
i.e., "Shikwa" and "Jawab-e-Shikwa" have been composed in a
way that every line of these poems has four feet, unlike

L
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eternally up-to-date Message expressed in the Quran and
exemplified in the life of our Holy Prophet. There can be no
question of simply enforcing the Shariat as conceived in the
conventional, time-bound Figh of past centuries: for this would
mean no more and no less than perpetuating the stagnation in
which Muslim thought finds itself for many centuries, and
handing over power to the very class of people who were
responsible for our cultural decay in bygone times. Islam we
must have - but it must be genuine Islam in all its eternal
freshness, and not the dead-weight of meaningless convention,
In other words, an introduction of Islam into our political
thought and practice implies a creative reconstruction of our
. approach to the problem of Islamic Law as such.

This, in short, was the background on which the idea of a
Department of Islamic Reconstruction was conceived.

But, as I have already said, this Department eannot
function properly unless the Government of Pakistan clarifies
its policy with regard to matters Islamic. If we continue drifting
without a definite, ideological objective, the very coherence of
Pakistan will be in danger. We will lose the one, emotionally
unifying element of our political existence. And in such a case 1t
will serve no useful purpose if a Department of Islamic
Reconstruction, divorced from the Government'’s actual policy,
goes on making propagandd for a revival of the [slamic spirit and
an improvement of civic morale.

What is needed - and most urgently needed - Is an
unambigious declaration on the part of the Central
Government that the establishment of an Islamic polity was not
just a pre-partition slogan and an electioneering device, but the
real aim behind the creation of Pakistan. We should not in this
matter be swayed by opinions of Western people who regard a
'secular" State as the only true expression of modernity; nor, to
be sure, must we allow ourselves to believe that the kind of
"theacratic' State envisaged by some of our Maulvis would be a
~ true expression of Islam. They are retrograde; but Islam 1s

. eternally progressive. They are hankering after the dead
thought-formulas of an ancient, time-bound Figh: but we should
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a world split-up into antagonistic groups: while, on the other
hand, there is nothing to safeguard the future of the Muslims if
they remain politically as disjointed as they are now.

_ Common sense and our instinct of self-preservation
d*e:__t.iand a political unification of the Muslim world - and it is the
call-of Islam alone that can supply the emotional basis of unity.
If we, the people of Pakistan, give way on the point of making

' Islam the elementary factor of our social and political existence,
there will not be much in common between ourselves on the
one side and the Arabs, Afghans or Iranians, on the other. But if
we, the largest State in the Mushm world, succeed in building
up a truly Islamic, ideological polity, the whole Muslim world
will receive a tremendous impetus towards the same objective,
and the political unity of Islam will perhaps sooner be
accomplished than many of us dare dream at present. The
leadership, in such a case, will undoubtedly be Pakistan’s: not
merely because we are the largest among the Muslim countries,
but also because our very existence as a State 1s an outcome of
our conscious desire for Islam, and because it is we - we alone in
the modern Muslim world - who have made ideology on which
Muslim unity is to be achieved, the starting-point of our
political thought and endeavour.

One could, of course, argue (and many of our
intelligentsia do argue on these lines) that a too outspoken
insistence on the Islamic ideology would provoke the hostility of
the non-Muslim world and would create for us in the field of
foreign policy difficulties which could be avoided if we did not
lay so much stress on the "Islamic’ character of our State. This
argument, I submit, is based on a complete fallacy. Whether we
stress our Islamic character or not, the non-Muslim world is
convinced that Islamic policy is our goal; simply because the
world does not and cannot overlook the fact that from the very
beginning we have based our claim to a separate statehood on
the fact of our being Muslims and our determination to shape
our national life in accordance with the ideology of lslam. Even
f it were desirable, in the interests of our foreign policy, to be
extremely "discreet” as regards our Islamic plans and intentions.

u
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now decisive for the political existence of those Stateg - an
identity that is independent of the question of whether they
consciously and effectively adhere to Islam or not. In Pakistan
however, our people's "national" identity stands and falls wlt}{
its ideological that is, Islamic - consciousness. We are a nation
by virtue of our being Muslims, and by virtue of nothing else;
and whether the outside world likes it or not, it is a fact that we
have achieved independent statehood on no other foundation
than our desire of having a homeland for the ideology of Islam.

No amount of insistence on the necessity of a "Pakistani
Patriotism" can possibly lead us to national unity unless it takes
into account the emofional factors on which alone such a
patriotism could thrive. In the case of other Muslim and non-
Muslim States, those emotional factors of national coherence
are indubitably forthcoming from the consciousness of racial
and historical oneness which inspires their peoples, and which
makes a Turk feel intensely as a Turk, an Arab as an Arab, an
Englishman as an Englishman: and so - quite apart from the
question of whether it is ethically right or wrong - their
nationalism can, and does, supply the factual basis of patriotism.
In our case, however, it is exclusively the fact of our adhering to
a common ideology that provides a link between Punjabi and
Bengali, Pathan and Sindhi, and that possesses the necessary
emotional momentum which could weld us into one national
whole. To overlook this one, unifying element of our national
existence, and to expect that now, after the achievement of our
political independence, Islam could be relegated to the position
of a mere "background music" - a position conceded to religion in
other countries - is a very great mistake: for such an expectation
can lead nowhere but to a disintegration of Pakistan.

As it is, our country badly suffers from the spirit of
provincialism inherited from past times. In spite of the great
stride towards ultimate, inner unity which we have made in the
course of our struggle for Pakistan, our people do feel yet as
Punjabis. Sindhis, Pathans or Bengalis, and do often prefer
their sectional interests to the interests of the national whole.
What else but Islam could combat that narrow particularism?
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variety of languages - for, though Urdu will in all probability
some day become the common tongue of all of us, it is not as yet
the real mother - tongue of any of the groups inhabiting this
country. In short, we do not possess that oneness of racial
consciousness and linguistic tradition which makes for
'nationhood" in other nations. The fact that we do feel as one
nation - or, rather, that we are one nation - has its roots In
something else: and that something else 1s our consciousness of
being an ideological group. This, and nothing but this, provided
the emotional and rational justification of Pakistan's birth.
Properly nurtured and built up through determined planning,
this consciousness will make Pakistan great, powerful and
enduring; but if we neglect it and imitate the western ideas as to
what "should" and what "should not" be done in a modern State,
we will tumble into national disaster sooner than many of us
imagine.

It is not so much a rational disagreement with the
injunctions of Islam that makes our Westernised intelligentsia
oppose its application in Pakistan (though our Maulvis have

certainly done great harm in this respect by giving the world an

entirely distorted picture of Islam), as, rather, the fact that
nowhere in the modern Muslim world Islam 1s effectively
applied. They are full of anxiety not to appear "hackward" in the
eyes of the outside world, and whenever one talks to them on

this subject, their first question is, "Could you tell us whether

ghar'i legislation is enforced in Egypt or Turkey?" - expecting, of
course, a negative answer and thinking that this would clinch
the argument in their fayour. Apart from any other
consideration, this attitude betrays an astonishing lack of
creative vision. Egypt and Turkey and all other Muslim States
did not come into being, like Pakistan, in result of a conscious.
ideological demand on the part of their peoples. They came into
being in result of the breaking-up of the original Islamic
Empire, in some cases, and of later Muslim conquests, in other
cases: and in every case the new State was established on the
basis of an already existing, racially or nationally circumscribed
identity. Thus, it is the national identity of their peoples that 1s
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highest ]B\'BIF to the effect that Pakistan will be run in
accordance with the spirit of the Quran, it is widely felt that
nothing concrete has been done so far to in‘:p]e-mr-mt. this
promise, and that, on the contrary, there is evidence enough to
show that the Government is drifting towards a more or Jess
pronounced “secularism” on the model of the Western world. It
1s not for me to say whether this popular feeling is justified or is
based on insufficient data; but the fact remains that in the
absence of a clear-cut declaration of policy on the part of the
Central Government our Department cannot convince the

- people that "Islamic Reconstruction” is anything more than a

propaganda device,

Personally I believe - and I should like to stress this
belief with all the emphasis at my disposal - that the ideological
confusion which 1s so characteristic of our present-day life may
well lead to political chaos and disintegration. No nation can
survive politically unless it is imbued with a certain amount of
idealism and emotional unity: and in our case there is nothing
that could provide such an 1dealism and such a unity except our
conscious belief in Islam and our desire to translate it into
terms of political reality.

Those of our intelligentsia who are thinking of
Pakistan's future on the lines of, say, Turkey, do not tell us
(nor, most probably, themselves) what should be the basis of a
Pakistani “"nationhood" if Islam is not to be accorded a
dominating position in our society-building, The example of
Turkey or Britain or even any of the Arab States cannot hold
good in a country like ours: for, all those States possess a large
measure of linguistic and racial homogeneity (and are therefore
‘nations” in every historical and cultural sense), while in
Pakistan all those elements of outward homogeneity are |
entirely missing (with the result that we are not a "nation” in
the conventional sense of the word). If we face the issue boldly,
without futile evasions, it is difficult to see what there is, apart
from their Islamm consciousness, that could cement all the
various groups of Punjabis, Pathans, Bengalis and Sindhis into
one national whole. We belong to a variety of races. we speak a
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unprecedented depths. In my opinion, all the
endeavours of the Government to eraditate
corruption and ensure a higher measure of social
cooperation founded on the rocks of frustration,
disillusionment and moral apathy into which our
community has fallen - largely on account of the
Government’'s inability to give our masses a
definite goal to strive for after achievement of
independence. Without a clearly directed
enthusiasm and  practical idealism, the
community 18 bound to disintegrate both morally
and politically: and nothing can help us in this
respect but a conviction, on the part of our
masses, that the Government of Pakistan really
desires a polity on Islamic lines. I shall say more
about this later on in this Memorandum.

LEGISLATIVE REFORM SECTION: It would be
the task of this section to make definite proposals
to Government with regard to legislative reforms
on Islamic lines. It is clear that we would propose
only measures which are capable of practical
implementation within the prevailing conditions:
which means that no utopian suggestions like
those preferred by our Maulvis would be made. As
an example I should like to mention that we are
at present working on the draft of a Zakat Act
which, when ready, will be submitted for the
Central Government’s consideration. (For reasons
connected ' with our present Constitution, no
Zakat Bill could be passed by a Provincial
Assembly, especially in view of the fact that all
taxes on capital assets, other than agricultural
land, are part of the Federal List). Apart from the
necessity to coordinate for the purposes of this
Draft the views of the various schools of thought
prevalent in this country, we have to prove (a)






(1)

1

EMH SECTION: The primary task of this
section would be the creation and guidance of the
Shariat Committee mentioned in the proceeding.
In aiflditinn to this, the section has to elaborate
precise answers, in the light of the Law of Islam,
to specific socioeconomic questions. There are
many problems of this nature - like
nationalisation or private property of lands,
relations between capital and labour, banking and
insurance, and so forth - which the Shariat leaves
to the Ijtihad of the time concerned, but which

" must be solved conclusively if we are to prove our

claim that Islam is adequate to all times and
stages of cultural development. Unless we are

“able to show that the Islamic scheme will give the

people not only spiritual satisfaction but also
bread, homes, productive work - in short, a
reasonable minimum of social security - 1ts
spiritual appeal is bound to recede and the field
will be free for Communist propaganda, So far,
our Maulvis have indulged in no more than
platitudes, and have not been able to evolve
concrete proposals for an economy on [slamic
lines. The Research Section of our Department
was meant to become in due course a sort of
laboratory in which those burning problems of
our existence would be scientifically dealt with
from the Islamic point of view. Among the social
questions within our purview, the question of
purdah occupies a prominent place. It is hoped
that our Wwork will prove, on the basis of the
Quran and the life-example of the Holy Prophet,
that purdah is not envisaged in the Islamic
scheme of society, and that it was certainly not
practised in the Prophet’s life-time.
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a practical - and practicable - scheme of Islamic action is
to ]J? lwulvad, we must eschew at present all ﬂ]ﬂl_t.er;-‘.
requiring interpretation, and deduction and confine
ourselves to the self-evident shar'i laws which are clearly
formulated as such in the obvious (zahir) wording of
Q_I.ll'ﬂn and Sunnat, and with regard to which there is no
dissension between the warious schools of Islamic
thought. If such laws are codified, they will supply a
minimum basis of agreement for the purposes of [slamic
social reconstruction,

"“The Department proposes, therefore, to issue a
call to responsible Ulama of all schools of thought to
nominate their most outstanding representatives as
members of a Shariat Committee to be set up in the near
future. It will be the task of this committee to collect and
codify such social and economic laws of Quran and
Sunnat as fall within the category of nusus - that is to
say, are absolutely unequivocal by virtue of their own
wording.and do not therefore lend themselves to
conflicting interpretations. It is to be understood that
there is no question of "drafting" or even "re-drafting" of
shar'i laws: Under the terms of reference to be 1ssued to
' it, the committee will simply have to collect all the mass
ordinances forthcoming from the Quran and from the
authentic Traditions accepted by all schools of thought,
and to codify them under specific headings. It is hoped
that in this way it will be possible to obtan a code of
comparatively small extent, which would be regarded as
the largest common denominator between the various
schools of Muslim thought. If we succeed in this
endeavour, the Millat will be in the possession of a
minimum code of Shar‘i laws relating to questions of
public import, which could subsequently form the basis
of further deliberation -and the starting-point for
practical legislation."

1 should like to draw attention to the last sentence of the




Principles of Islamic Law", in Appendix-1).

From the above it becomes evident that it would not be
practicable nor desirable to enforce the law of the Shariat in
this country all at once. For one thing, the Shariat has never yet
been codified: and apart from this, the conventional fighi
concepts require a thorough overhaul before they can be
utilized for practical legislation. The process of enforcing the
Shariat must be, therefore, a lengthy one, spread over a number
of yvears.

The first step in this direction would naturally be a
codification of the Shariat (in the true, original sense of this
word). To this end, I have made some time ago the following
proposals which I am reproducing here verbatim (they were
published in ARAFAT, March, 1948, on pp. 11-12):

"One of the greatest difficulties in evolving a clear-cut,
practical scheme of Islamic re-construction is the
absence of a uniform code of shari laws relating to
matters of social concern. In other words, a most

regrettable confusion exists within the Millat as to what

is "Islamic” and what "un-Islamic" in all the socio-
economic plans and proposals, which are now being hotly
debated in all quarters. The differences in this respect
between the various schools of thought - both old and
modern - are being caused, in the main, by different
methods of approach to the interpretation of Quran and
Sunnat. As long as these differences are not harmonised
- at least with regard to problems of practical, communal
concern - it is impossible to draft a scheme of Islami
action which would recommend itself to the acceptance

j

of all or even the majority of the existing schools of

thought. In view of the complexity and diversity to which
Muslim Figh has attained in past centuries, it would be a
vain attempt, for the time being, to try and eradicate the
existing fighi differences and to harmonise all the
different methods of interpretation and ijtihadi
deduction responsible for that complexity. If, therefore,
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where the genius of Islam could grow from a mere call, 4 mere
message, into the fullness of political reality. This, and nothing
else, gave us th*? Etrﬂ’n_ﬂth to fight for a separation from India:
more Ilhﬂ]l that: it provided the only justification of our fight for
geparation, To deny to Islam is vightful position in the buildine-
up of Pakistan, is to deny to Pakistan its right to existence.

pbﬁﬂ“ﬂfm Islam cannot come to its own in any society
unless its Law 1s made the foundation of that societv's leeral
structure; and so the popular demand for an enforcement of the
Shariat 1s a legitimate corollary of our struggle for, and our
achievement of, Pakistan. But, as | have already mentioned, the
conventional concept of the Shariat - as advocated by the
conservative Maulvis - 1s not compatible with the best interests
of the Millat: for it is not the genuine, self-contained Shariat
envisaged in the Quran and the lfe-example of our Holy
Prophet but a composite structure containing - apart from
authentic shar'i laws - many subjective, timebound deductions
from and "amplifications" of the shar'i laws: deducitons and
amplifications, that is, arrived at in the light of intellectual and
social conditions which prevailed abouf a thousand years ago. If,
therefore, Islam is to become a "practical proposition” in and for
our time, we must set ourselves in all earnest to a new [jtihad -
in other words, to the task of re-examining all those time bound,
conventional propositions of the current Figh and developing
new fighi propositions in the light of our understanding of
Quran and Sunnat. | should like to make it clear that there can
be no question of "re-valuating” the Law of Islam as such: for,
being God-given, it must be internal in its validity. But our
appreciation as to what this Law (the Shariat) denotes, and the
conclusions we may draw from it with regard to the many
matters not explicitly laid down in terms of law, must obviously
be subject to our progressive grasp of the facts of life - that is, to
unceasing Jjtthad.

(I have been writing on this subject for many years, and
it would go far beyond the scope of this Memorandum to discuss
it furthier here. For the sake of ready reference, however, I am
enclosing herewith an essay on this problem, entitled "On the

b
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obviously time-bound in the sense of having been conditioned
by the social and intellectual background of a particular period -
and cannot, therefore, be "final" in the sense of having absalute
validity for all times. This point was entirely overlooked by most
- though certainly not all-Ulama of the last one thousand years
or so. They abandoned all independent [jtihad, ceased to think
for themselves, and grew accustomed simply to rely upon the
thought-processes of their more creative predecessors. Instead
of progressively developing Islamic thought on the basis of
man's changing, historical experience (in which term I include
scientific experience as well), they remained content with
repeating the ideas and concepts evolved in a far-away past: |
with the result that Islam was gradually emptied of all creative
thought, lost its erstwhile cultural impetus, and went more and
more out-of-tune with the demands of changing times.

This is, in a nutshell, the explanation of Islam's gradual
decay after its brilliant, initial start; and it is this stoppage of all
living thought that has made the Shariat - or what now wrongly
goes by this name - impossible of outright application within the
context of modern society. In short, it is not Islam that is
impracticable and "out of date’, but the views about Islam and
its Law derived from a time-bound, ossified Figh.

If this finding is admitted, two ways are open to Muslim
society in our days: either to go back to the original Message of
Islam and to start thinking anew on its implications - with a
view to making Islam once more a practical basis of our social
and cultural development - or to banish Islam entirely from our
political life, as Kamal Ataturk did in his country. In my
opinion, the latter alternative is out of question in the case pf
Pakistan, which owes her existence exclusively to the fact that
we Muslims claimed -and still do claim - a separate nation-hood
on the ground of our religious ideclogy. For years we argued
that as long as the Muslims of this sub-continent did not have a
state of their own it would be impossible for them to preserve i
their identity as Muslims. There is no denying that our desire
for a separate statehood arose from the instinctive
determination of our masses to have a living-space of their own,
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idea of Islam, to vanish into nothingness; or to utilise those
trememdous emotional powers for making Pakistan a truly
Islamic State - that 18 to say, an enlightened, vigorous,
progressive polity - and, in due course, the leader of the whole
Muahm world. Evidently, only the last of these three
pauai_bﬂitias was worthy of serious consideration. This has been
unmustakably expressed by the Qaid-1-Azam himself on more
than one occasion. He always spoke of Pakistan as "a State of
our own concept’, which would derive its inspiration from the
Holy Quran and have a Constitution based on the Shariat of
Islam. It is well known to all of us that the Qaid-i-Azam never
says what he does not mean; and it was on the basis of this
conviction that the Government of West Punjab decided to
establish a Department of Islamic Reconstruction.

Far from blowing the trumpet of the Maulvis, this
Department aimed from its very inception at furthering a
concept of Islamic Law that would genuinely correspond to the
Message of the Holy Quran and would be, because of this,
thoroughly progressive and practicable. For Islam, being a Law
of God. is not chained to the social and ecenomic conditions of
any particular time, and therefore does not demand of us an
acceptance, in every case, of the legal views held in bygone
periods of our history. As long as we believe in the Divine origin
of the Shariat, we must-presume that the social, economic and
intellectual requirements of all times have been anticipated 1n
it: that is to say the Shariat cannot have been conceived 1n a
rigid way, but must have taken 'all possihilities of human
development into account and must be adequate to man's needs
at all stages of his social evolution. Now it goes without saying
that the picture of Islam drawn by the majority of our
"Professional’ Ulama does not correspond to the needs of
present-day society, being entirely rigid and chained to the
idens about the Law which were held by the great scholars of
the early centuries of Islam. It follows, therefore, that this
pmtm-a cannot possibly reflect the true intentions of the Law-
Giver. For, however, valid the juridic conclusions of those great
scholars may have been in ‘and for their time, they were
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welfare of the Muslim masses, but simply utilize Islamic slogans
to further their own interests and to achieve positions of power.
But there is also no doubt that they could never dream of
achieving power by these means, were it not perfectly obvious
that the overwhelming majority of our people intensely desire
to see Pakistan develop into a truly Islamic State. In other
words, Islamic Slogans are being made use of by various self-
interested parties because most of our people are genuinely and
deeply attached to the principles of Islam and do see in the
enforcement of Islamic Law the only justification of Pakistan's
coming into being; and the great hold which obscurantist
agitation has got of the people’s minds i1s due to their

disappointment with the Government on the score of its not

implementing the promises made before our attainment of
independence.

In the very first weeks of our independence it hecame
clear that our people’s civic morale depends. almost exclusively,
on their being or not being given a definite lead by the
Government in the direction of Islam: for this was the hope the
people had before them in all the years of their political
struggle. It is for this reason that the Department of Islamic
Reconstruction has been called into existence. It was conceived
as A sort of ideological "planning centre” which could help to
maintain the Islamic enthusiasm responsible for the creation of
Pakistan and guide our people’s emotional energies towards
constructive ends. It was obvious that without such a guidance
the very foundations of our civic existence would be jeopardised:
for, either would the "Maulvi" element make a realisation of thg
Islamic ideals impossible by persuading the people to stick to
the worn-out, impracticable ideas of fossilised Figh, or,
alternatively, our policy would break up for want of ideological
contents. To put it simply, there were three choices before us:
either to permit the conservative, unthinking elements
(comprised under the term "maulvi) to pose as the ony rightful
exponents of Islam, and so to bar, for a long time to come, our
social, economic and intellectual evolution; or to permit all that

great store of our people’s emotional energy, centralised in the

l,|



MEMORANDUM

' I understand that the activities of the Department of
Islamic Reconstruction, West Punjab, have given rise to certain
apprehensions on the part of the Central Government. These
apprehensions seem to be based on the fact that at present
there is a definite tendency in some circles to give Pakistan a
retrograde direction on the plea of establishing the rule of the
Shariat. and to mould the policies of our country in accordance
with the narrow-minded, stagnant conception of Islam so
characteristic of the centuries of our decay - and, actually,
responsible for that decay; and as the Department of Islamic
Reconstruction has been established with a view to propagating
the ideology of Islam, it is feared that its activities may
strengthen’ those retrograde tendencies and thus hamper the
ondeavours of the Government to make Pakistan an
enlightened, progressive State.

I should like to state at the very outset that the
Department of Islamic Reconstruction, which has been put in
my charge by the Government of West Punjab, does stand for
"Islamising” the life of our country and helping it to realize the
ideological objectives contained in the Message of the Quran.
But, at the same time, I wish to stress the fact that the
conception of Islamic Law which we advocate is not that of the
obscurantists who are today most vocal among the Muslim
masses and pretend to be the sole "Guardians of Islam". It is
precisely in order to counter-act those obscurantist views and to
inake the concept of Islamic law capable of realization within
the context of an enlightened State that our Department has
been created; and a careful perusal of all the writings published
by us will prove this contention.

~ There is no doubt that many of the politicians and
pseudo-politicians who now clamour for an enforcement of the
Shariat are not really concerned about the truth of Islam or the
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