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continues adding to His creation

Man. no doubl posscsses his own mdividuality and. therefore 1s
distinguishable fro the Umiverse and in the process of creation he. as
an act of God. has become selfconscious. As a [inite ¢go. he s the
vicereent of God on carth. He is undeniably a creative being and is
endowed with the capability of becoming a co-worker with God in the
process of dynamic change and ascendancy with his initiative and creative
thinking

Immortality cannot be gamed by man as a matter of right_ It is 10
be accomplished by him through the fortification ol s cgo or personalin
by love. Fagr (indifference 1o mundanc rewards). Courage Tolerance.
Kash-i-Halal (fawful carning) and participation in purposive and creative
activities, Who is not aware that the man always marches on ward to
receive ever freshillumination from the Ultimate Ego. Eachand every ac
of man brings a new siuation and affords w ier  and  exicnsive
opportunitics of creative unfolding.

Man and God arc distinet from cach other and vet togcether. The
cxample of the submergence ol the drops 1o the Ocean only applics o
those cgos which fnl 1o foruty themsehves and cannot stand the shock of
death, But those personalities which lortify themsclves. live. move and
have their being like pearls in the perpetual Mow of the Divine Sea. Their
existence 1s not obhiterated and elfaced but they are held by the All-
Embracing Ulumate Ego within iscll just as the Mames of the candles
retain - their separate and distinet existence in the presence ol the
overpowering light of the sumn.



' intri roble
.ng a solution of the mmca!:p blem!
:::Iig:imd to move on the right direction
his poetry received a new turn and became

brings us to his period of Discovery.

This period hrqml‘.lc
character. His vehicle : |
embrace a wider circle including notonly

at large. His major works during this pcnqd arc in e
the forms and iImagerics mostly from Islamic Incran

& T ic
the Umraat=1=\ fuslima 10 an absolutely ncw_'.'lsmn and Ilnmghl.l::;}?o:“d
diction of this period is replete with clarity. lucidity. simp

profundity of thought and emolions.

ned his vision and his pt;clljf att?:;:‘dﬁ ai :r:r;;til:;
* ' + sought new i
s e hehgluslim world but humanity

pPersian. He employed

Iqbal's works belonging to the Period of Dimery heganfuh tlle
publication of “* {srar-i-Khudi (The Sccrets of sclﬂ inl915 and Rumu.:-
i-Bekhudli”® (the Mysteries of Selflessness) In 1918. These Mathnawis
heralded the era of Igbal’s rolc as a greal philnsuphf:r and sage who
crusaded against the decadent philosophy of Pantheism a_nd pfupouqded
hisown views on the individual and social growthof the Millatin the light
of the Ouran With the appearance of " Pavam-i-\lashriq (The Message
of the East ) in 1923 in reply to Gocthe's ~“West Osthicher Divan " he
widened his message and Philosophy of Egoto recawaken the Muslims from

their slumber and inen staic.

In 1927, =" Zabur-i--ljam”" { The Persian Psalins) saw the light of day
With the publication of his thought provoking lectures. ** Thelgeconstruction
of Religious Thought in Islam™’. he animated the spirit ot the Muslims
and spurred them towards creative thinking and purposive activity 10
march onward for the revival and renaissance of the Muslim world. He
fcht that Islam was dynamic and revolutionan movement. but centuries
of stagnation had laud some layers of dust over its thought. The Muslims
had 10 be reawakened 1o play their nightful role in the fashioning of the

future. There is nodens ing that these lectures had a tremendous influence
on the minds of the Muslims

_ _The message of Igbal 1s based on religio-philosophical ideas with
considerable coherence and consistency. He belicves that the existence of

Gnq cannot be established by Intellect but by Love (Ishq). God is the
ultimate Ego whose infinity is intensive. He is perennmially creative and



the Quran and Sunnah. An intensive study of Islamic culture and
civilisation brought home to him the realisation that Pantheism and non-
Islamic Sufism had sapped the foundations of Islamic socio-economic
edifice and had caused the decline of their ascendancy. The piheistic
attitude created a passive mentality and retarded the spirit of creative
thinking and virile and dvnamic way of living. Igbal shook off such
shibboleths and started affresh with the pristine Islamic spiritofthe Quran
which made the Muslims what they werc at their best.

Igbal advised the Muslims to revise their attitude towards the West.
and instead of following it blindly they should usc reason and vision. The
only course open lo them was 10 approach modern knowledge with a
respectful but independent attitude. How rightly he says in “*Pas Che
Bavad Kurd Aiv Aqwam-i-Sharaq .

**Humanity is in ag*ony at the hands of Europe and life has lost its
jovful tumult: What . then. is to be donc . to peoples of the East that the
lost glories of the Orient be regained” A revolution has taken place in the
depths of her being. The night s passed and the sun has risen. Europe hes
smitten by its own sowrd: And has given irreligion 1o the world: A wolf
in lamb’s skin. Ever in ambush for the lamb. It has brought trouble to
humanity and lifc. but a random caravan without a destination.”

Igbal has beautifully expressed the view that religion alone could
extricate mankind out of the prevalent social chaos and intellectual
confusion. The Danish philosopher and theologian Soren Aabye
Kierkegaared (1813-1835). and Tomas Stearns Elito (1888-1965). Nobel
laureate. critic and essavist. condemned the secular-captialist-democratic
ordep that gave birth 1o an irresponsible. unscrupulous and undisciplined
crowd which refused to listen 1o those isolated few who believed that truth
was subjectiventy and that the individual before God was the only final
reality. They foretold that the development of matenialisticand atheistic
trends in Europe would resultin the establishment of authoritananism -
Fascism and communism. Eliot’s superb pocms. “*The Hollow Men .
-“The Waste Land~ and ~*Four Quarters  envisagea compelling vision
of the spirtual emptiness and desolation of the Wesl

After his return from Europe. Igbal became awarc that the spirit of
dynamic Islam was the only desuny. this led him to compose him poem
Dis‘a (Prayer) in 1912. imploring God t0 show the path of guidance for



Igbal’s view of
Islam.

By Prof. Ziauddin Ahmad.

ong remain separated from religious
gher level of expression. Religion 15
a power as ancient as the world. and if philosophy ” the p;rgnl of the
sciences- has been universally acknowledged as thechild ofreligion, there
i< no reason why poetry. which in its higher form. is more philosophical
than philosophy itself <hould not be considered the child of religton.

He believes that poetry cannot |
consciousness if it is 10 achieve a hi

The conflict between the experience of men and the religious aspirations
of the age has spurred the poetic geniuses of the world to produce the most
remarkable poems like “lliad" . .-Divine Comedy ™ "." "Paradise LosL .
-:Mathnavi'* of Rumai and ““Faust’". In the galaxy of English literature
poets like Edmund Spencer. Mliton. Langland. Coleridge. Wordsworth,
Browning and tennyson shine most brilliantlv as exponents of religious

emotions.

Jamaluddin Afghani. among others. influenced. o a large extent.
Iqbal’s vision of Islamic solidarity. It1s. therefore. imperative to study the
development of his mind and thought by demarcating his life into two
periods - the Pcriod of Seeking and the Period of Discovery.

_The_Perm-d of seeking mav be reckoned from 1895 to 1912. during
which time he composed his poems on diverse topics. He was attracted by
nature and wrote on mutually ill-adjusted states. dominated by self-
interest and narrow nationalism. But Islam never compromised with such
ideals. It rather demolished this doctrine altogether i -

Being fully disillusioned by
: y d v the western culutre. Igbal focu '
attention on religio-cultural tradition of Islam and drew ?nspiratiuﬁr:::



culmination of spintual progress. 1s according to Igbal. un-Islamic like
idea of Nirvana. Igbal acccepts mystical cxperience as the basis of the
religious consciousncss. but 1t has 1o be the nght tvpe of mysticism,

Igbal s idea of Personality is nol entirely new one: indeed. it is derived.
like the rest of his philosophy. from the Quwran. and is exemplified. in
supreme degree in the life of Muhammad. Rumi. Al-Jili and others had
glimpses of the same idea. Igbal’s presentation is . however a new one in
that it is set against the background of modern developments in the sphere
of science. philosophy and culture. and sceks to plant the Islamic
conception of human possibilities firmly in the fertile soil of modern
thought.

Igbal was a firm upholder of what he called the principle of movement
in the structure of Islam. what Muslim jurisconsults refer o as “/jitihad’
He felt that Mushim law and junsprudence needed 1o be reviewed in the
light of modern problems. and intended writing a book on the subject
himself.

These are some of the main contributions of Igbal as an exponent of
Islamic thought. His approach is positive. synthetic creative. He has given
to Muslims what they lacked before. namely. their self-respect. He brings
to humanity what seems to have lost in our time. namely faith in its own
greatness and the greatness of its future. For him. Islam isa dvnamic
movement with infinite aspirations and possibilitics of achicvement. And.
bv presenting a clear view of Islamic idcology 1o the world at large. he
has promoted friendhsip and understanding between nations and races
in the East and the Wesl in the decpest meaning of the wor d



' ion is un-Islamic. Modern
since the Renaissance and the R:I'nmm‘lmnl Is un- Modc
E:rrmn nationalism is a kind of religion which is in dl!’ﬂCl cunﬂ;: ufﬂrl;
the broad humanism of Islam which does not mgmm _anyh; l;n;‘ :
" of race. nation or geography. Itisonly in this Islamic humanism that Iq

sees a future for humanity.

Along with the scientific spirt. Igbal has :tnphasu;ad the study ‘?f
history as an essential componenct of the Islamic attitude towards life
and the Universe. He points out that the Quran repeatedly a!:?cals o
History and nature. He brings out the important fact that the spirit of the
Quran is anti-Classical and that the intellectual movement of Islam. instead
of being a shadow of Greek culture. as igoficn supposed. was a movement
in direct conflict with the Greek attitude. Greek thought was concentrated
on man and his problems. and largely ignored the phenomena of naturc.
The Quran. on the other hand. exhorts Muslims to look for knowledge 1n
the physical world outside as well as inthe world of inner expericnce. Thosc
schools of thought and belief. which shut themselves away from the world
of physical events. are. therefore. essentially un-Islamic in character.

Igbal emphasises the relationship between reason and Revelation
and points out the rationalistic foundations of Islamic belicf. According
to him. there are nodogmas in Islam. nothing that need be believed in spite
of its being unrcasonablc. or becausc of its being so.

The greatest contribution of Igbal. as an cxponent of islamic thought.
is in regard 1o his so-called Doctrine of ““Ahudi ™ or ““Self . which
embodies his idea of human personality, For him. the personality is the
measure of all intellectual. moral and aethetic achievement. That which
strengthens Personality is goods. that which weakens it is bad. God is fhe
most unique. the most creative and the most progressive Personality
and man must follow God and cultivate His attributes. if he is to fulfill
the purpose of his own existence. Ceaseless creative activity undertaken in
the service of an ideal and the highest ideal is the creation of an Islamic

State of Society in the world is the key 1o all self-fulfilment. This is the
only claim that man has for lifc and death.

Igbal’s doctrine of Personality with its insisicnce on active creative
cffort lcads 1o a rejection of all quietism. whether expressed through
philosophical systems or mystical experience. The mvstical Fana Fillah
or annihilation in God. which is regarded by a number of Sufi sects as the



weether. Te gave them FEuropean education and tried to efiect mpprochement
hetween them and their British rulers. This suved the community from
extinction and gave it a future. Syed Ahmad Khan gave a personal lead
10 his fellow Muslims in the field of historical research, and he spoke for
moral and religious reform. His educational and intellectual activities,
however. did not find unanimous acceptance among Mushims and a clea-
vaee developed between men of the “New Light™, as they were called,
who followed Syed Ahmad Khan, and those of the "OId Light™ who
wanted to cling to the past. Itappeared at that time that one had ¢ither o
be with Syed Ahmad Khan or against him; there was hardly a middle way.

[ was at this stage that Igbal appeared on the scene. His task fay not
<o much in reconciling the new light and the old as in achieving a new and
higher synthesis of both in a new presentation ol Islam in the light of
modem philosophical concepts. These concepts were somewhat unfamiliar
(o his fellow Muslims, who had lost touch with the world of events and in
whom the spirit of enguiry had withered away in the midst of theological
controversy and legalistic cauvistry. Before Ighal, Jamal-Uddin Afgham
had recognized the importance of modern science and the need for an

_intellectual regcncration of Muslims o enable them Lo recapturc their own
scientific tradition and win a place of honour for themselves in the field
of scientific achievement. But Igbal went further. He rediscovered the
philosophical foundations of Islamic thought and Islamic culture, and
subjected the systems ol Eastern and Western thought to critical scrutiny
in the light of his discovery. In the modem jungle of social and intellectual
~1sms” he showed exactly where Islam stood. His criticism of Westem
civilization is matched by his searching analysis of LEastern civilization
and of the un-Islamic elements which have grown like fungi over the
ideoloay of Istam. Te is the first and, indeed, the only Muslim in modern
mes who has faced Western thought and culture Cairly and squarely,
recoenized the vital and progressive clements i it and rejected the rest.
AMore than that. he has shown that the spirit of enquiry and adventure
which has informed the intellectual endeavours of the West in modern
Gines is essentially Isimic in origin, and that the Muslims instead of
fearing it and Keeping sullenly away from it, have o make it their own
once again. And by domg so. he hias eiven the Muslhimomind i sense of
halance which it lacked betore, and hasalso served o bring Last and West
oecther inaway which worhd net [z o heen possible on nay other basis.

-

For Tybal. the modern coneept ol nationalism that has developed



Iqbal
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Mumtaz Hasan

I hﬂ' hlﬂ-ﬂl\ | l=- ory r aﬂ_ Idt‘.'ﬂl Sll'llgj_-'_', : ‘ I

# d ¥ l-l
. rrﬂm ITE'a H d sum I-' = z .‘ = -

initi 4 phase un ralled in'the history ufl_hc
e ?:Il::r: I;::::il IIEI!;EI;T?:; llnplgic willﬁisc within its m;r} dnmirl ; l:‘
h!l'1 :‘:;cr?:n institutions it had sought to destroy. Priests anrih : f: :111 Bs Egarh-
b And then there were muvstics. who posed a2 new p = . am,j
!lmp- icism in Islam was nothing but a name for a llfg ;f seme:ls e
devotional purity. but aboul the turn of the first century falle;: . 3n?pui
the Muslim mystics began 10 encroach on the ldec_rlugla h_n: =
forward philosophies of their own. Man}'_ufﬂw_ﬁ: pl?ilns‘;:i ICS h:d s
islamic in their inspiration and ideological dllnaclmn_ an? el
contend with un-Islamic influences most of the urmr..':."l'l'ucrc “E::j i
kept the original spiril of the movement alive. who st i urr 4
preservation of Islamic values. and spent their lives in (he service O {
cause they held dear. Muhammad Igbal was such a man.

In the Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent. the Arab occupation of Si!’ld and
the surrounding territories came (o an end in less than two centuries qnd
the northern invaders who came later did not have the same understanding
of the spirit of Islam as the Arabs. It was a story of action and reaction. The
pendulum swung from the orthodoxy of men like Sikander Lodi to the
opposite cxtremc under the Moghal Emperor Akbar. and swung back
again 10 thcausteritics of Aurangzcb. The spiritual revoll against Akbar
staried with Shaikh Ahmad of Sirhind in the 17th century and the
movement for a restoration of Islamic vlaues in their onginal punty. and
culminated inthejehad of Sved Ahmad of Breilly and Shah Ismail of Delhu.
With the final annihilation of the Mughal Empire in 1857. the Muslims
of the Indo-Pakistan had completely lost their political and economic
posiion. and the educational svstem on which their culture and civilization
were founded had been destroyed. Syed Ahmad Khan rallied them



fAowering of his poetic genius. The Rose of Lahore, henceforth, was to
remind the world, of the Roses of Shiraz and Nishapur, the geniuses of
Saadi, Hafiz and Omar Khayyam.

The concluding Persian verse of the poem clearly alludes to the
two parallel meetings of great minds and souls. Maulana Rumi’s
meeting Shams Tabrez and Allama Igbal’s meeting Atiya Begum. The
outcome was nearly the same. Shams Tabrez became the fountain-
head of all inspiration to Maulana Rumi. What was Shams Tabrez to
Maulana Rumi, Atiya Begum was to Allama Iqbal - a perennial source
‘of immortal poetry.



r of Allama Igbal. It
s recorded by 2 close companion

in his life, @
marks an Importet P editor of the literary

of Allama Igbal, shaikh Abdul Qadir, Bar-at-Law,
magazine 'Iyﬂ-khzan' ( &)
experienced a strang€ emotional crisis—a

sudden turn of mind. As a result, he seriously contemplated giving up
imely interuentinnnfhisfriendi and well-wishers,
expecially Sir Thomas Arnold, whom Igbal greatly adored and held in
high esteem, Shaik Abdul Qadir and Atiya Begum, whom Igbal had just
met in London and by whom he was greatly impressed, igbal was
disuaded from divorcing poetry. Dr. Igbal came out of this stupor
successfully and a great poet was re-born. Poetry hence forward
remained alife long passion with him. Poetry was on his lips unto his last!

Thank God, a great poet was not lost to the humanity. As it did
happen in the case of a French poet Arther Rimband. "After publishing
his book of poems "Une Saison ess Enfer” Rimbared apparently came 1o
an impasse, burnt his manuscripts and left Europe to become an ivory
trader and gun runner in Abbyssinia.” ! and the poet was lost.

While in Europeé, Igbal

‘ Igbal has every reason 1o rejoice and celebrate over what he
regained. The poem, as such, proclaims re-incarnation of the poet. It is
a celf.:hrartinn,of the soul and it rejoicing and revelling, that exceeds
celestial joy and innocent delight. It captures the initiation of re-

1. ¥ fots |
Literary Criticism: A short History, by William K. Whimsatt., JR. &
Cleanth Brooks. (Oxford & IBH Publishing Co.,) - Indian Edition 1964.



Fire of love has flared up Blisters on my
heart into flames

My songs now have under currents of
lightening and thunder-bolts

Rouge of love has polished and turned this
dusky dust into a Mirror

Mirror that reflects presence of a companion
of long years' friendship

When emered into prison (of love), I exactly
experienced the taste of freedom

When lost, the heart exactly regained life’s luster
and grandeur

Star of my fortune shines on borrowed light
from that Sun,

The dust of whose path puts even Moonlight
to shame.

Just at a first sight, you taught to me
the mystic lesson of self annihilation
On what a cold day, straws of my vase-self
caught fire from you and got totally burnt out



Oh! Nightingale, the rose, which 1
pined for

Tossing in anguish
1 used to be put 10 shame,
pouring forth

Not the heart, but rolling mercury was
in my bossom instead

How it longed eagerly, for @ sinning
in love's innocent sins!

My miserable despair was well-known
among my fellow-beings

My morning mirrored the dark night

Breathing in was like a lancet
piercing through my wounded bossom!

Underneath the calm of my silence
hidden there was tumult and commotion
of the doom's day
And Lo! Now in the world of emotions
no disturbance ever OCCUrs
And my musings no longer felt
harsh and course by the audience



The poem is important in so far as it reveals an imponant trait of Igbal’s
character. Igbal had a habit of passing willy and extempore remarks al
partics. get-logether or when they used to go on study excursions. "“Atiya
Begum has recorded some of hisivity remarks on such occasions. Igbal's
- humorous poems are appended at the end. in his first Urdu work Bang-
i-Dira but by and large Igbal s wit and humour side isobscured by his image
of a serious mystic poet and philosopher. -

Therc are number of poems written in Germany. One such poem is
Wisal (Union) which is written in Munich especially for *Ativa Begum.
Igbal sent his poem from Munich to “Ativa Begum. who was in Bombay
at that time. Ativa Begum was great well-wisher of Igbal and his constant

companion in Germany.
dLu
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Schopenhauer, Neitzache, Goethe, Bergson, Kant, Hegal, John Lack,

FTolston, Karl Marx, Darwin Browning ete. Al herded together (o form a
poctic picture gallary.

During his stay in Germany, Ighal preserved and perpetuated L3
evening on the bank ol river Nicher in Heidalberg, inone of his poems ol
the same name: !

SAnd? a e & F i o U
by o Loitd v P13 L g
clrl ey o @n g oM
s F LWL oy eF o f
« JVln < W = & Yk J} ¥ gl

“Tranquil is the moonlight/stone-still are the boughs and branches of the
trees/ Singing birds of the vale and dale are mute/ The greencry covered
mountains are silent/ As if the very nature had lost its CONSCIOUSNESS Or 18
fast asleep in the tolds of the night/ Silent is the caravan of stars/ This
carvan proceeds without the caravan-bell ringing/ Silent are the mountns,
the pliins and the rivers, as il the nature hersell is lost in meditation. Oh
heart! you also be guiet and 20 o biisstul sleep. with all your

WAOLTIC »
tghtly pressed o your folds.

lgbal excells in emotive deseription of the landscape and country-
sude, We hm'-.:' anumber of poems to that effect like A, '-:-*f-:' el
lghal was delinitely inspired and influenced by the nineteenth century,
Linglish romantic poets, like Wordsworth, Keats, Shelly, William Blacke

even Fennyson, the pioneers ol emotive deseriptions of the landse

dape ang
the country-side,

AlLthese poets figure in Ighal's poctry, i the liest part
ol the Bang-i-Dira, his tiest collection of Urdu poetry.

. Gy PALHE Lot
e pocin A2bs d:q_ujﬁ == lrom Bung-i-Dira has
relerence o the German context. Sy

me Gernian ladies were very
londol lgbal. They were hi

sareatlans, Oncee they visited Igbal in 1 ahore,
alongwith a Gunous painter it Sher Call,
Lanhes, carmied o Kitten in her Laps. |
il wrote the poem alimost CXtenp

i!h,' 11'[11.,'i|.l I~ _|1|,|,1I.~'h\|..t'1|. liy ”h- ["-.'I.

One ol the visiting German
A sure the cat was also Gernman
ores immediately after their visi
dalid ot tovthie Ly



already in Germany. 10 was written in the German language and when it
was read out both the fTuency of the writer and the literary merit of the
work were admired. Prof. Amold requested me o give the letter to him,
saving “Though Igbal is my pupil, I getinstruction from his writings. ™ He
further said that [ was fortunate in receiving such an important communication
from his and assured me that “this will remain a cherished picce of
Gierman literature in my possession.™

Ighal’s elegy on Ghalib a renowned Urdu/Persian poet of the nineteenth
century, belongs to the carly period 1.¢. betore he proceeded o Lurope tor
higher studies. [tis considered one of the best poctic tributes paid o a great
poctic genius by another equally great one. zven at this carly stage.
lgbal™s mind leaps to Germany. In this poem, entitled ™ L.._du "
Ighal refers 1o the great poet of Germany, Goethe and Weimar, where

Croethe hies buried. y Jl_ﬂ 'r" o/ & JUI"{J‘“
J;J'.l..r; Oy L}‘q_. .:..ff

*1he very Liculty of speech feels prowd ol your miraculous expressions.
Fven the Pleiads (the highest constilation of stars in heavens,) is bewildered
on the soaring light of your imagination./the beauty of theme is madly
infatuated by your style/ A litle unblossomed bud of a flower poses
serious Lt 1o the rose of Shiraz (e Poet Haliz), Ah! you (i.e. Ghalib)
are eternally sleeping inthe ruined city of Delhi (e, devoided ol geniuses)
when your fellow-singer has chosen his eternal abode Weimar.”

When Igbal published his poem on Ghalib, in Goethe's comparision,
who would have thought that years later, he wias 1o write a rejoinder (o
Goethe's “Diwan of the West™ [gbal wrote his _,_..lrn'- i reply o
Goethe's “Diwan®™ Critics have all agreed that of all s Persian works
published betore ("’J"“"r L-- is the best poetry, more matured, more
VIZOTOUS OIS poetic, more In\|‘l|!u1 with Ivrical inge, with Hawless How
of poctry. Al the same tme it more thought [‘JIn\.HLIIl“ - vos. maturadly
because 1t s inspired by none but Coethie bimsell. U,-.--'r,!-; IS anatempl
o highlight Goethe's interest i the cast i gencral and i Persian i
particular. 10 s an s book that lgbal retlects i depth nnd.‘uuipn. an
thinkers and Philosophers. In the Tourth part ol “-3-""["{" cntitledYg ! e
unveils the intellectual portraits of great men of the Wesl, I:Iu.

. lgbhal by "Aunva Begum



- As fragrance emanalcs from the flower bed. | am prootiﬁi;_;gr :way I'rn;:
home, A test 1o my endurance lies ahead on my way. Thi nowled

pulls me out of the beloved motherland.” .

Iqbal is also unique, in so far as, he was the first greal poet of U lg!lu and
persian, who came directly in live contact with modernity lln urqr;
Though the out come Wwas unexpected. He mcled sha?r}y agz:_;l_&
modernity that was extirpating rich cultural and sp:plual alu:s‘u Il
of the past. Much before Iqbal. Ghalib presages modernity. but Ghalibonly
stands on the frontiers of modernity and was more than happy (o welcome

modern age.

Igbal followed in the wake of his master. Sir Thomas Arnold (o .Lnnd-::m
and after studying under him for two vears In Cambridge. il was al
the behest of his master that he proceeded to Germany. in June 1907. Prior
to that igbal had read a lot aboul Germany and had studied German

philosophy especially.

Igbal’s close companion. ‘Aliya Begum. who was with Iqbal in Ger-
many. reveals that ‘‘Igbal was all for German knowledge and said “If
you wish 1o increase your understanding in any branch of learning
Germany should be your goal.”” He further declared wirtes “Aliva Begum.
“*Bv discussing with others a new world opens and it is with this method
that 1 acquired all that | know. '

Igbal’s poetry is a net-work of multi-cultural interaction Arabic.
Persian. Sanskrit. French. Germany. Turkish and English. Igbal’s Ger-
man encounter and interaction with German spectrum was direct and
in person and not indirect or through translations. Hecame in live contact
with German contexts in his poetry. Igbal, " Ativa Begum informs us. *“had
hardly taken three months to master the German Language. which initself
‘made him appear an intellectual freak in the eyes of the professors. igbal’s

mastery over German language will best be explained bv an incident
recorded by “Ativa Begum.

“On the 23rd July. 1907. a conversation was held at which most of the
lndta_ms in London assembled amidst enthusiasm... when the enthusiasm
subsided. | brought out a letter | had received from Igbal. who was

1.1gbal by *Atiya Begum.



“"GERMAN REFERENCES AND REFLECTIONS
IN DR. IQBAL’S POETRY

Dr. Allama Igbal, as he is popularly known, was a poct “Par
excellence.”™ There are many facets of his personality. Lle is described as
a poet, a philosopher, a mystic, a dreamer, a social reformer and politician,
ete. But he was essentially apocet. e expressed himself mainly through
poetry. If he has been a philosopher, he propounded his philosophy
through poctry. 1 a mystic, he muoses wenets ol his mysticism through
poetry, (like great masters ol mystic pocetry, Attar, Sanai, Maulana Rumi).
IF a dreamer, he embodies his drcams in poetry. IFa relormer, he used the
art of poetry as an instrument to bring about social changes. And, il a
politician, he responded and reacted to other politicians through poetry.,
1le chose poetry as a main vehicle of his thought-philosophical, mystical,
social, political, aesthetic. s mind and soul lay bare in poctry.

Iwould like todescribe Dr. Igbal as a poctof all times and of all climes
“of all climes™ because, his genios flowered into a world poct and his
vision attaaned a universal out-look atter he Jelt the shores ol the
motherkand tor urope, tor lngher stdhes. By some of his compamnions,
among others, Atiya Begum, Igbal is deseribed as o umgue poet ol Urdu
and Persian. ! Te is unigue in many respects. Heis the Mostravelled poet,
hurll:lph. next o the ereat master poct of Persian literature, Satadi ol
Shiraz (Iran) and between the two, they stand about seven and a hall
century apart. In the corpus of Dr. Igbal™s works, we come actoss poens
written in different parts of the world. ‘There are poems, which are wrilten
i France, Ttaly, Sicily, Spain, London, Alglaoistem, Fgypt, Germany,
slestine, ete. Igbal travelled tarand wide insearch ol knowledge. He was
asceker. e was charged with the spirit of sceking knowledge. ‘There is
i saving ol the Prophet, “knowledge ds the foremost thing (o acquire and
1o get that one must go even to the other end ol the world.™ Ighal’s deep
love tor the Prophet is well known. He telt personally commanded by the
Prophet’s saving. e was a pilerim on the road to knowledge, seeking
knowledge like the pilarim in Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s progress . Itwasan
that spirit that Igbal set on a journey to Lurope, 1905, in his own
words:-

I. Igbal by Ativa Begum : Academy ol Iskam Publication - 3.
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