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After Professor R.A. Nichelson's death in 1945 his library
was sold to a wel! known Cambridge book seller. As ] was dooking
through  the volumes offered to the public, I chanced upon
a copy of his translation of Iqbal’s “Asrar-i-Khudi”, in the first
edition (London, 1920}jand was immediately intercsted to observe
that this copy was heavily corrected and annolated, 1n a hand
other than the translator’s. On studying the character of the
notes, it seemed likely to me that these (and of course the
corrections) emanated from no other than Sir Mohammad Igbal
himself. This supposition was strengthened when [ found a
few lines of dedication in acopy of one of lis Publications
which he had seat as a present to Professor Micholson. Proba-
bility at last became 2 certainty when I showed the book to
Mr, Javid Igbal, who is at present studying with me in Camb-
ridge, he confirined that the corrections and annotations were
indeed in the hand-writing of his revered father
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He regards reality as a process of becoming, not as an
cternal State  The temple Serana of the absolute find no place
in his scheme of things: ali is in flux. His Universe is an asso-
ciation of individuals headed by the most unique individual, i.e
God.  Their life consists in the formation and cultivation of
personality. The perfect man “not only absorbs the world of
matter by mastering it; he absorbs God himself in to his ego by
assimilating Divine attributes’’. Hence the essence of Jife is
love, which in its highest form is the creation of desires and
ideals, and the endevour to realise them’. Desires are good
or bad according as they strengthen or Weaken personality,
and all values must be determined by this standar-
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The affinities with Neitzsche and Ber
Phagistd It is less clear, however, why e nat e e

Igbal
ideal society with Mnha*nmads conception O hs e A
membership of the society should be a previ
muslims, Here the religious enthusiast seem

out the philosopher-a result which is logically
cally right,
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2 o A History of Urdu Literature (1932)

He sings the praises of muslim achievement, for he is not
a national but a muslhim patriot. one who has imbibed some oi
the culture of West, but holds himself rather aloof, not sc
much antagonistic to it as suspicious of its effect on his co-~
ielioinnists
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During the last five hundred years religious thought in
Islam has been practically slatmntry There was a time when
European thought received inspiration from the world af Islan.
The most remarkable phenomena of modern history, however.
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is the enormous rapadity with « Lich the world of Islam 15 ¢
tually moving towards the West. There is nothing Wrong
this movement, for European culture, on its intcllectyal cide
is only a further development of some of the most importan
phases of the culture of Islam, Our only fear is that the dazz
ling exterior of European culture Inay arrest our movement and
we may fail to reach the true inwardness of that culture.
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He knows Goethe, Byron and Shelly; he is as familiar with
Also Spnach Zorathustra’ and L evolution Creatrice as ke is
with the Quran and the Mathnawi. But with the Humanistic
foundations of European culture he appears to be less intimately
acquainted and we feel that his criticism. though never superfi-
cial, is sometimes lacking in breadth
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While Iqbal has been profoundly influenced by the Western
culture, his spirit remains essentially oriental.
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FREEDOM AND IMMORTALITY
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The task bzfore the modern muslim is, therefore, immense.
He has to re-think the whole system of Islam without completely
breaking with the past ..........................The only course open
to us is to approach modern knowledge with a_respectful but
independent attitude and to appreciaie the teachiings of Isiam in
the light of that knowledge, even though we may be led to differ
from those who have gone before us.
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Only those who are qualified by a close study of the Quran
can say how far Igbal maintained inviolate the spirit of the teach.
ings of the Quran, but there can be no question that he has wide-
ned the horizon of Islamic thought and revealed unsuspected
resiliency in to 1t to the pressure of the changes through which the
world 1s passing today. Igbal has demolishe once for all the
bizarre structure which the hairsplitting interprete:s of the teach-
ings of Islam and the involved system of thought of som: of the
Sufis erected for Islam. He has attempted (o restore to lIslam
the grandeur of its simplicity. Time alone will show if he has
succeeded, but the irresistable appeal of the cry from his hearr
for directness in the interpretations of the teachings of Islam
s already producing changes in Muslim outlook which pPromises
toraiiona lise life in Islamic countries.
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How far the stream of Igbal's tucught was influenced
by the current of Hindu thought as it was by the carrents of Is-
lamic and Western thoughts, is difficult to say, but the fearle-
ssness with which he plunged in to uafathomable depths and the
consistency with which he upheld tne dictates of reason seem to
Suggest that the force of generations of Hindu thought which
formed the wrap of his mind, even if covered with Islamic
thought, was not extinct.
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lob The most remarkable phenomenon of modern  history Lo
GBal was the new Spiritual understanding beiween vhe Egst and
the Wegr

h: : ke PRI TLPT Iqh.ll Wds 3 YOloe ronm L2 East
that numiacnmmﬁn denominator with the West and helped

build the universal community that tolerates all differcice:

lice, in creeds, in languzge.
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And Igbal himself did take from the West whatever cor-
responded most to the basic premises of his philosophical
conception. He made it his goal to create a system on modernised
Islam, and tried to prove that the philosophy of Islam was not
cutdated but merely needed to have its . principies expressed in
the terminology and ideals of the new times. From thc premise

it remained for him to find points of contacts between Musiim
philosophy and the modern theories of the west,  He interested
himself, for instance, in the gnosilogical ideas of Bergsen, which
he found similar to those of Rumi . the laiter 1a his opinion,
had anticipated western philosophers, especially Bergson, in his
treatment of the relation between intellect and intwition............

** Some scholars would have it that Igbal’s philosophy is
a sort of carboncopy of Neitzacheism Prof. E. G. Brown of
Great Britain has even called it an oriental adaptation of
Neitzacheism. other scholars take the diainetrically opposite view,
completely denying any Neitzachean influence on the Muslim
reformer and seeing “nothing in common’ between thein.
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(a) The Historical Background

(b) His Life

(c) The Aesthetic side of his work.
(d) The Religious motives.

I1. His Interpretation of Five Pillars of Faith
{a} There s no God but God.
(b} Mohammad is the Messenger of God,
(¢) Prayer

(d) Fasting, Zakat, Pilgrimage and Jihad.

111. His Interpretations of the Essentials of Faith.

(a) J believe in God... ...ceneiree.s And in His angeis,
CBY -t e ..and in His Books
(B) visenina ...and in His Messenpers,

(d) o and in the Last Day.
(€) .iovivrerresssnsis...and in the Predestination,

that Good and Evil both come from God
IV Somec glimpses of Western and Eastern influence on Igbal’s
thought, and on his relations to mystics and mysticism.

V: To sum up.
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I apologize for the English style of the present book .. . |
1 am afraid that inspite of the help of some friends who dm
their best 1o brush up the style, some clumsy phrases or awhward

expressions have not yet been removed
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Mearly nobody has made, until now, a simple
f.artful analyt:cnl index of the motifs or symbols, [q'l-u] uses 1n
his poetry, or of the meters he prefers, in short of his poetical

technique,
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The aim of the present book is not to add some more

theories to those already existing. It will simply show ighal’s
view of the essentials of Islam, i. e. the five pillars of Faith, and

the creed which is taught to every Muslim child.
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H.s intrecduction to the first edition of “Rumuz” gives an
impreasion of what he aimed at.

L Cnu l‘:-*’d! J*Jﬁf,@.c’:ﬁ

Just as in the individual life, the acquisition of gain,
protection against injury, determination for action and apprecia-
tion of higher values are all dependent on the graduai developm-
ent of the ege-consciousness; its contiramity. enchancement and
consolidation, similarly the secret of the life of nations and
people depends on the same process which can be described as

the development, presentation and consolidation of the commu-
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