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Some Aspects of Igbal's

Educational Thoughts

Educationists use the word" Education” in two senses. In
its broader sense it designates all the influences like physical,
biological, ethical and social, which formulate the course of life
of an individual and the nation, and, In the narrower sense it
goes on within the four walls of learning on conventional
pattern. In any way, however , education is all embracing
process and influences all aspects of the life of the Educated.
Strength of the nation depends on its concept of education .

In this perspective Allama lIgbal, as a creative thinker,
catches our imagination.In his critical and intelligent study of
numerous subjects and issues concerning man and society, he
expressed his Ideas in the background of issues raised by the
dominance's of science and technology. As a versatile genius
and visionary he remained in perpetual quest for a perfect man.
He introduced the doctrine of "Khudi" in a unique way as the
real and significant basis of life. The ideal of "Khudi" constitutes
an overall objective in his philosophy of education. Igbal sees
the essential role of education in the development of originality,
spirit of social orientation and preservation of cultural heritage.
He further defines his viewpoint in these words.

"Education like other things ought to be determined by
the needs of the learner. A form of education which has no
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direct bearing on the particular type of character which you
want to develop is absolutely worthless. | grant that the present
system of education in India gives us bread and butter. We
manufacture a number of graduates and then we have to send
titted mendicants to Government to beg few appointments in
the higher branches of service. What than? It is the masses
who constitute the backbone of the nation. They ought to be
better fed, better housed and properly educated. Life is not
bread and butter alone.lt is a healthy character reflecting. The
national ideal in all its aspects something more and for a truly
national character , you ought to have a truly national
education.

It 1s true that Igbal has not put forward any specific
educational technique or methodology. Yet  his educational
ideas surely do have practical implications. Igbal has
propounded his views on divergent dimensions of educational
activity viz school, curriculum, teacher, method of teaching,
discipline etc. He had the ambition to have an up to date
time-honored system of education, replacing the system of
uncompromising character. Igbal belongs to a specific class of
scholars of Muslim history who in their ideas education
attempted to reconnect the broken links of varied aspects of
education in an organic whole. In this connection, the
educational ideas of Igbal seem in harmony with the ideas of Al
-Ghazzali(1058-1111).(Ibn -l -Khaldoon) (1332-1404), Shah
Walliullah (1702-60), Mufti Muhammad Abduhu
(1842-1905)Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) and
others.

Before the advocacy of his philosophy of life, he took
Interest in the contemporary systems of education in the Indian
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sub-continent. He visualized a state of divergence between
what existed already and what was introduced by the British,
His first paper on education entitled '""Bachoon Ki
Taleem-o-Tarbiyat" was published in Makhzan june, 22 1902,
In it , he had formulated eleven principles of instructional
technique based on the sound principles of psychology? he
sees the role of ideal teacher in the purview of Sheikh Sadi's
famous Persian couplet
Eﬁl;j:::@gﬁr :-,',:-Lw;;;;,':l,.—.ﬁ

"If the mason lays his first brick wrongly, the entire wall
will remain infirm.”

After his return from Europe, he delivered a lecture in
Aligarh on the topic "Islam as a social and political ideal. In this
lecture he suggested the concept of an ideal university. His
eagerness for compulsory education could be understood in
the light of an important event in 1912 . A senior leader of the
Indian National congress Gopal Krishna Gokhley submitted a
resolution of forcible and compulsory education for all in the
imperial legislative council .It generated discussion on wide
ranging issues in educational and literary circles of India. Igbal
presided over a similar gathering in Islamia college Lahore.
The word 'Jabri'was the center of discussion. In this meeting
various Muslim scholars disagreed with the resolution and
considered it as un Islamic .In his presidential address , Igbal
fully endorsed the resolution and declared it as smallpox
vaccination against illiteracy and termed it in accordance with
the spirit of Islam. In the constructional process of Jamial Millia
Islamia , he repeatedly made appeals for donations and

maintained that all those who would associate with this noble
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mission would be the educational crusaders. Igbal initiated
correspondence with Sahebzada Aftab Ahmed Khan and Sir
Masood, vice Chancellors of Muslim University Aligarh and
made recommendations about syllabus of graduate and post
graduate classes and had discussed in detail the qualities of an
'deal university teacher. These recommendations reveal Igbal's
vide knowledge of different aspects of academic importance.
e took keen interest in the compilation of text books for post
elementary classes. An Urdu textbook titled Urdu course "for
7th class students (published by Gulab Chand Kapoor and
sons book sellers and publishers Anar Kali, Lahore 1924)
speaks Igbal's perception of curriculum. In its introduction he
has out lined essential features of purposeful curriculum.
Allama gets his view point confirmed from his own Urdu

couplets.
r/'I: ___,*:._’_E-‘? "L l;'*—u--"“?/bq_..-"-"/& !

.-"f L_,—Vur.'.“ L I,_..rr}r'--rL‘ J.-"‘ t_-rlr:' .-"""'_’."'" w’f
'O, men of vision, it is gund to have an eye for beauty;

H[_

-“:

but what is the eye that fails to grasp the reality of things .

Art yearns for immortal life,

What good is existence for a breath or two like a spark.”

On the invitation of king Nadir Shah of Afganistan in 1933
. Igbal along with Sir Ross Masood and Maulana Syed Suliman
Nadvi visited Kabul for proposed educational planning of that
country .In his poetic collection "Zarb-e-Kaleem (1936) , he
devoted one part of it for education.

During his observation of educational situation. two
systems of education were in vogue in the world of Islam in
general and in the Indian sub-continent which had remained
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unchanged and took no cognizance of the new changes and
developments. The other was the exclusive western and
modern system endeavored by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan at
Aligarh. Igbal was dissatisfied with both. Taking critical view of
the whole situation he resented whole sale acceptance and
adoption of western system of education on the part of the
people in the East. He subjected its inadequacies and its
negative influences on the people of Indian sub -continent.
Who according to Igbal are losing roots in their cultural
heritage. But he appreciated the scientific and technological
advancement brought out by the west.

He makes his idea clear to the Eastern people that
strength and prosperity of the west is not the out come of her
music nor of her dances or their unveiled daughters. But their
power and vitality springs out of her knowledge and sciences.
Similarly he showed absolute dissatisfaction with the
educational role of conventional Muslim educational centers.
For Igbal , these institutions lack in fulfillment of current
aspirations of Muslim society. Stagnation in religious thinking
and lack of insight in the contemporary national and
international issues, asserts Igbal are mainly the result of
unquestioning acceptance of theology. This approach finds
lgbal affected by over all contribution of religion. He visualizes
the essential role of religion as:

"Religion which in tis higher manifestation is neither
dogma, nor priest hood, nor ritual , can alone ethically prepare
the modern man for the burden of the great responsibility here
and retaining it here after." 8

Dr: Radhakrishan is in full agreement with Igbal when he
explains the essence of religion the following words.
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Religion is not mere dogmatic conformity . it is not
question of ceremonial piety. It is not merely going through a
ritual prescribed to us. It is remaking of our own self , the
transformation of our nature . "9

lgbal formulated his educational perception on the basis
of happy amalgam of religion and science in the curriculum .
Amalgamation of such a system of education considered by
Igbal 1s necessary for producing the ulema of broader vision,
who certainly would contribute their insight in exploring the
burning 1ssues of humanity and particularly of Muslim Ummah.
lgbal held the view that the ulema and preachers of today are
not in a position to deliver the goods, because their knowledge
with regard to Islamic learning and history is narrow and
restrictive. Igbal speculates the educative role of ulema and
preachers. He suggested that ulema must be acquainted with
the knowledge of history, economics, sociology, besides of
Islamic literature.10

It 1Is pertinent to mention here that Igbal in his writings
praises the intellectual integrity of ulema of high repute. He
exalts Shah Waliullah (1702-60)

As a man of deep insighf "broad vision and great
theologian, Igbal was never ashamed off seeking guidance and
inspiration from such ulema. In one of his articles, A plea for
deeper study of Muslim Scientists Published in the Islamic
culture, Hyderabad Daccan, April 1929 , he refers his
association with Allama Anwar Shah Kashmiri (1875-1933)in
these words

One of the most important concepts of modern
mathematics reminds the extent of possibility in the science of
space -Ea.l1.C) of Iraqi.
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During my correspondence with Moulvi Syed Anwar
Shah. one of the most learned traditions in the Muslim world of
today regarding the meaning of word Dahr™(Time), occurring in
the well known tradition. Deal not in invective against time (with
time's vicissitude's, time (with time's vicissitudes )Lo, Time
(with vicissitudes ) is Allah . Ed1.C.) The Moulvi Sahib refered
to this manuscript, and later , at my request, very kindly sent
me a copy of it. | consider it necessary to give you an account
of the contents of this valuable document, partly because it will
furnish aditional reason for disatisfaction with Spengler's
theory, but mainly because | mean thereby to impress upon
you the need of oriental research in the concepts of special
sciences as developed in the world of Islam. Moreover it is
likely that this small manuscript of great value may lead to the
opening up of a fresh field of inquiry about the orgins of our
concepts of space and time, the importance of which has only
recently been released by modern physics .11

Igbal held the view that the Qruran repeatedly lays much
emphasis on empirical aspect of knowledge.12 .It was a
constant and a favorite prayer of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH)
P A ;) »—¢J1(God grant me knowledge of the
ultimate) nature of things . Igbal asserts that reality of things
could be ascertained through observation and experimentation,
which is called . inductive reasoning 13 in science scientific
terminology. Thus, he imagines an educational institution which
should have the emphasis on both science and religion. In a
letter to Mahatma Gandhi in 1920, he suggests.

A separate institution mainly devoted to the technical
side of natural sciences supplemented by such religious
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education may be considered necessary. 14

In his ideas of education he vehemently emphasizes
development of creativity which he avers, is the highest
attribute of man and links him with God. Igbal is an enthusiastic
advocate of the significance of activity and creativeness of life.
lqbal believes that not man by nature but even God is active In
order to be creative (busy every moment in creating new
things ) Igbal's conception of true dynamic youth Is an apostle
of desires and visionary of new horizons .He, therefore , wants
that education should aim at arousing, sustaining and
perpetuating the quest of desires, among students . New
purposes and desires affirms Igbal, could not be stimulated in a
vacuum. but through meaningful, positive and creative
interaction with the multi-dimensional environment. When Igbal
in his philosophy6 stresses, the supremacy of man over forces
of nature, science naturally assumes prominent place in the
system of education. He therefore disagrees with the
contention of naturalist. Who consider an adjustment to the
environment as the educative goal. Igbal held that not
adjustment but the conquest of the environment is the real aim
of education. Igbal draws a fine picture of conquest of nature by
man through his consistent and restless creative activity.

In the deep-silence of the heart burning desire. Nature
build only dunes of sand The heaven bow in reverence to the
grandeur pyramids

"Which have drawn this picture of immortality.”

The core of Igbal's educational ideas is doubtless Islamic
in origin, but what singles him out, is his attempt at synthesizing
with whatever he found of value elsewhere. It is quite apparent
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from his ideas that he intend to have a healthy dialogue
between the East and West. He analyzed and highlighted the
conflict between these two civilizations. Igbal never missed any
opportunity in pointing out defects of the west but he did not
seem to be harboring any hatred for the west . instead he
provided a bridge between the East and West, While
supplementing the Eastern listlessness by the Western
dynamism, enriching Western materialism by Eastern
spiritualism.

“In the west the essence of life is the intellect,

In the East the basis of life is |, love

Through love intellect grows acquainted with Reality.

And intellect gives stability to the world of love

Arise and lay the foundation of new world by wedding
intellect to love."

Ilgbal is primarily a thinker of merits . His hope and
confidence in man never shattered his will and vitality . After a
dark night, fresh dawn matters to him.

"Be not displeased with East nor refrained with West.

It is nature's demand to turn every night in to a dawn."

L R
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