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" The first urdu jounal for women in Hyderabad of course
was Muhib Hussain's Out spoken Moolilme.Niswan". After its
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demise in 1901 there was a long hault untill a young generation
of women inspired by his example , began editing jouanals of

their own.
Among the women's Journals published in Hyderabad was

"An -Nissa" a monthly publication devoted to social reform and
creative literature that appears between 1919 and 1927 edited by

Sugra humayun Mirza"
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Dr.Cihan Ozdemir

Portrayal of Turks and Turkey in
Mohammad Igbal's Works

Dr. Mohammad Igbal (1877-1938) was a great poet, religious
philosopher and political ideologist of the Indian
Sub-continent(1).However, he was a cosmopolitan thinker whose
thinking and writings were not confined to this Sub-continent only.
Rather, he extensively wrote in his poems about many aspects of the
socio-political and cultural lives of his time which existed beyond this
region. In this paper | have tried to gather those ideas and thoughts of
Igbal which directly or indirectly portry Turks and Turkey of his time.|
have not used Turkey to mean only the present-day Turkey, but also
the Ottoman Empire (1299-1923), The predecessor of Turkish
Republic which was created in 1923 by Mustafa kemal Ataturk.

Like every other thinker and philosopher, one can find the
influence of various personalities on Igbal through their writings,
thinking and principles. Igbal had been deeply influenced by the ideals
of Mevlana Celaleddin 'Rumi'(1207-1273) a 13thcentury mystic poet
of Konya, Turkey. One can find reference of Mevlana in Igbal's
writings on several occasions.Igbal deeply admired Mevlana Rumi and
chose him as his spiritual guru( master). Among the several writings
referring to this aspect, | would like to mention about a book published
in 1952, a-few years after Igbal's death , i.e. Rumi ve [gbal.(2)we can,
thus ,emphasize here Igbal's relations with Mevlana and by this means
with Turkey andTurkish culture.Arzu(Desire ) and khudi (self) are

Rumi's and Igbal's main themes. | would also like to mention here that
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because of Igbal's excessive attachment with Mevlana,a symbolic tomb
of Igbal has been erected in the vicinity of Mevlana's mausoleum at
Konva, Dust from Igbal's real grave in Lahore was taken and buried
just outside the entrance to Mevlana's own mezar (grave) ,with Igbal's
name written on the tombstone.

"I am but as the spark that gleams for a moment,

His burning candle consumed me-the mothy,

His wine overwhelmed my goblet,

The master of Rum transmuded my earth to gold

Andd ser my ashes aflame” (3)

lgbal wrote many magnificent poems about Turkey and the
Turkish people. Before dealing with those, let us briefly touch upon
the historical context of that period particularly in our part of the world
1 mean Ottoman Empire/Turkey. His period was a period of social and
political transformations not only from the context of the
Sub-continent but also from the perspective of the Muslim wrold . He
lived during a period which witnessed the downftall of a great Muslim
empire, i .e. the Ottoman Empire because of various reasons including
the onslaught of European imperialism.With Istanbul or
Constantinople (Kustuntuniya) as its capital . the Empire had enjoyed
its glory during the 16t -18wh centuries. But by the begining of the20th
century this great empire encountered multifarious difficulties from
external as well as internal fronts.

It would also be important to take note of the fact that although
Igbal speaks about a variety of aspects . the portrayal of various people
and region including those related to Turks and Turkey were primarily
from the perspective of wmmah.lgbal essentially belongs to,and speaks
from within.the Islamic tradion, employing for his purposes. the

historical.religious,philosophical.and literary resources of that
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tradition. Acutely aware of the problems of Muslim decadence and
backwardness. Iqbal takes it upon himself to shake the Muslims of
India and other countries out of their lethargy . urging them to take the
path of progress . so that they can gain an honourable position in the
polity of nations.He uses the medium of poetry to arouse
socio-religious consciousness among Muslims.As a result, Islamic
religious and social themes predominate in his poetry.

In a poem entitled" Mahasreh Adirneh"(Siege ofEdirne)) Igbal
vividly describes about moral greatness of Ottoman administration,
particularly the primacy of moral justice. In this poem he illustrates the
happening concerning the siege of the Ottoman city o [ Edirne in
1912.When the Hissar (fort) of Edirne was besieged by the forces of
crusaders the commander of the Turkish (ottpman) forces.Sukri
Pasa.(s) also declared war on the enemies. This besiegement inflicted
severe economic and other miseries and people were encouraged 1o
confiscate booties once the Ottoman armies regained their territories
by forcing the invading forces to retreat. In this event the Faqih (6), of
the city issued a fatwa to refrain from confiscating possessions of
dhimmi or the non-Muslim people.

In the poem entitled" Bilad-e-Islamia" (Cities of the Muslim
world) Allama describes about istanbul (kustuntuniya ) along with
other important cities like Delhi, Medina , cordoba (kartaba)et. He
portrays this city as the heart of the Muslim world which was obtained
with centuries of efforts. The city of Istanbul, which was the centre of
the Kaiser /Byzantine Empire, epitomizes the symbol of Muslhim
/slamic domination. Like the land of Kaba, this land is also holy ,
Igbal tried to emphasize the importance of this centre by stating that
this call was also coming from the grave of Hazrat Ayyub Ansar(7)

who is buried in this land.
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lLLamenting on the loss of earlier glorious period of Muslim
gains, Igbal towards the valorous achievemtnets of Turks.
Kya sunata hai mujhe turk wa arab ki dastan

Mujh se kuch pinha nahin islamiyon ka soz o saz

Why are you tlling me the stories of turks and Arabs

Passion and creativity of Muslims are not hidden to me(8)

In the poem " Tulu -e-Islam "(The Rise of Islam) Igbal,in two
couplets,contextualizes the sacirifices of Ottomans and tries to convey
his optimism for the rise of Islam despite its contemporary decline.He
tries to inspire the whole Ummah and gives a wonderful example for
arising of Islam. He says:

Rabudan Turk-e Shirazi dil-e Tabriz wa kabul ra

Saba Karti hai bo-¢ gul se apna safar payda

"If (beloved)Turk of Shiraz captured the heart of Tabriz and
Kabul,forget it, because morning breeze (Saba) started the journey
from the smell of flower and captured the whole garden.(9)

Here, I think Igbal is trying to say that "if we want a renaissance
of arise of Islam, Then no need to look for elite or kings, because as
gentle wind captures the garden in the same way we can capture the
whole world"

Agar Usmaniyon par koh-e gham tuta to kya gham hai

Ke khun-e sad hazar anjum se hoti hai sahar paida

Even if a mountain of sorrows oppressed the Osmanian, no
need to worry about , because the blood of numerous stars will cause
the dawn.(10)

Here the great poet says: if the Osmanian's dynasty collapsed
,there is no need to worry about , because we know that after

numberless little stars devoting their blood the dawn is coming, The
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same . if we want to arouse Islam we need to devote our blood like
stars.

Regarding Turk-Arab relations, Iqbal was a bit critical of Turks
by telling that the Turks did not care much of their unity and it would
have been better if they had got mutual benefit from each other , In
two couplets he says that:

Nadan the is qadar ke na jani Arab ki gadar

Hasil hua yahi, na bache maar pit se

Maghrib main hai jahaz-e Bayaban shutr ka,naam

Turkon ne kaam kuch na liya is fleet se

They were such ignorant that they didn't care about the Arabs

What they reaped is that they couldn't refrain from warngling

In the West the camel is renowned as the ship of desert

The Turks didn't gain anything from this fleet(11)

During the period when Ottoman Empire was succumb to its
own dismemberment after the First World War and later the Turkish
War of Independence , Muslims from the Sub-continent rendered great
support. Once the Turkish Republic was created (1923) it was
welcomed in this part of the world. However, the abolition of caliphate
because of reforms of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk at later stage came as a
shock to many Muslims of the Sub-continent. However, Muhammad
Igbal could take this as a striking augury for Muslim renaissance.

Igbal Confidently praised Kemal When the Indian Muslim were
themselves favourably disposed towards kemal .How did Igbal view
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk? How,in other words. did he react and respond
to the changes being initiated in Kemalist Turkey ? On this subject ,
Igbal expressed himself repeatedly and at great length,though not
always in uniform terms. His final position is what he meintioned in

his Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam. Our passage from
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his lecture on The principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam
epitomises well his perception of the Turkish experience,and,there
fore needs substantial reproduction.

The truth is that among the Muslim nations of today , Turkey
above has shaken off its dogmatic slumber , and attained to self
-consciousness. She alone has claimed her right of intellectual freedom
. she alone has passed from the ideal to the real a transition which
entails keen intellectual and moral stuggle. To her thes growing
complexities of a mobile and broadening life are sure to hiring new
situations,suggesting new points of view , and necessitating fresh
interpretation of principles which are only of an academic interest to a
people who have never ex;;erienced the joy of spritual expansion...
(M)ost Muslim countries today. are mechanically repeating old values ,
whereas the Turk is on the way to creating new valuese.He has passed
through great experiences which have revealed his deeper self to him .
In him, life has begun to move , change and ampilfy , giving birth to
new desires, bringing new difficulties and suggesting new
interpretations. The question which confronts him today, and which is
likely to confront other Muslim contries in the near future is whether
the law of Islam is capable of evolution a question which will require
great intellectual effort, and is sure to be answered in the
affirmative...(12)

The basic point in Igbal's stand is that he was neither resigning
himself to the fait accompli, nor was he offering a kind of an apologia
for what was going on in Turkey . For him the only way to understand
and appreciate the dynamism of theTrukish experiment was to develop
on this problem a perspective which itself was not merely pragmatic
but also dynamic. This indeed, was the way in which Igbal viewed the

measures suggested or taken in Ataturk's Turkey. The basic
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achievement of Turkey,in his view,was that it had passed from the
ideal to the real even though the experiment had tended to deny , in
many ways , the vailidity of the ideal itself. Since Igbal himself would
reconsturct religious thought in Islam on the assumption that there was
a need for such a reconstruction and that this enterprise would be in
the nature of a departure from tradition,his position on theoretical
grounds was,therefore,compatible.even synonymous,with that of the
Kemalist Turk.There is thus,no reason why he should not have
Jheartily welcome (d) the Liberal movement in modern Islam.i13) In
fact, Igbal hoped that the Indian Muslims.too one day,like Turks,
would reevaluate their intellectual inheritance,and if were unable to
make any positive contrubution.at least provide a healthy restraint on
the rapid movement of Liberalism.(14)

It is important at this point to be clear about one thing: Igbal's
support for the Turkish experiment was unambivalent, but it was not
unqualified. The fundamental clue to an understanding of lgbal’s
Position is this : a vigorous and dynamic world-view was,for him,the
prerequistite to this worldly salvation, of all the Muslim peoples, the
Turk alone had shown this vigour, and had also shown what this
vigour could lead to. To Igbal, this was tremendous achievement. The
inauguration of Islamic renaissance.But there also was some
uneasiness in Igbal' s mind . He complained:

The Turk has no new melody in his lute, His new is but
Europe's old. Originality is at the root of all creation,Never by
imitaion shall life be reformed."(15)

I would also like to highlight one important aspect of Igbal 's
use of various images and motifs in his portryal which may be
interesting for us though it may not be relevant here in my paper .1 also

acknowledge that it may be only my perception and are not truly linked
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to what Igbal wanted to denote.Among his favorite images and motifs,
on several occasions lgbal used "tulip' (lale) as metaphor, a flower
probably originated in Anatolia and a famous symbol of Turks
throught out their history . In the poem ' Lala,i Sahra ' (Tulip of desert)
Igbal says that the tulip is a pretty flower,but,when it grows in the
dsert, it combines strength with beauty, for it then represents the
assertion of one ' self (khudi)in the face of hostile circumstances. The
tulip owes 1ts splendor not to an outside source but to the ,"Scar"inside
its heart, its glow being indigenous to it , as befits a flower with a
khudi of 1ts own. The tulip is thus becomes a "model'for individuals

and nations to follow.
ot & Sk g
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