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A note published in the

journal 'Islamic Culture'
(1978-1979)

During the last five decades, the Muslim world has been
in intellectual ferment. At the beginning of the period the
Muslim intelligentsia awake to the fact that they could no longer
postpone a difficult choice. They had to decide whether they
should held fast to traditionalism or should blaze a new trial.
The clash was between sentiment and reason. The Muslim
intellectuals set themselves to reconcile the two powerful
forces in human nature. They addressed themselves to the task
of preserving the values cherished by the Muslims community
and also equipping it to meet the challenge of modern
knowledge and technology. The journal of Islamic Culture
provided a forum for Muslim intellectuals of all shades of
opinion, to discuss the difficult problems that confronted the
Muslim community. Distinguished Muslim scholars from all
parts of the world have contributed articles illuminating
different aspects of the problems. However, the problems still
eludes resolution. Nevertheless an effective way of tackling
them has been discovered and is being explored. It is now
realized that instead of skimming over the surfaces, we should

search for the deeper meaning of the Quran. A close of the

Quran highlights the dual aspect of the Revelation - the eternal

and the temporal. The eternal is valid for all time as it is beyond
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time. The temporal is pertinent to a particular social situation at
a particular time and place. Failure to distinguish and keep the
balance between the two sides has created many problems
which have hampered the progress of the Muslim community.
By putting both aspects at the same level Muslims have not fully
recognized the reality of change and consequently have found it
difficult to adapt themselves to change. Of course both the
eternal and temporal aspects of the Quran are important, but for
different reasons. The eternal aspect constitutes the care of the
Islamic ideology and should never be tempered. The temporal
aspect too has value but not inherent value. Its value is derived
from its relation to the eternal. We should pay careful attention
to the temporal aspect, for learning how it has been fitted into
the frame-work of the eternal. All socio-economic regulations
pertain to the temporal aspect and are time-bound. They can be
changed to suit the new conditions, provided their meaningful
relationship with the eternal aspect is not disrupted. The eternal
aspect is the region of faith and reason should never be
permitted to encroach on it. Outside it, reason should have full
scope for free activity. It should not be subject to any
restrictions. With the allotment of separate sphere to faith and
reason, the possibility of their clashing with each other can be
ruled out. The Muslim community would get rid of many vexed
problems, such as the inviolability of the personal law and the
prohibition of interest in any form. These problems can be
solved in the light of the ideal and directives which emanate
from the eternal aspect. For example the directive of justice

Insists that no one should be deprived of an iota of what is due
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to him. If interest does not contravene this law, it should be
permitted.

The identity of Muslim community is based on its
allegiance to the eternal aspect of the Quran. A Muslim who
rejects any apart of it, automatically ceases to be Muslim. In the
temporal aspect there is room for differences of opinion; but
difference of opinion in this sphere should not be stigmatized
as schism. The adoption of this view will permit dissent within
reasonable limits, and will bring the different sects in Islam
closer to each other. It will also open the way to the
establishment or amicable relations between Muslims and the
followers of other religions. The Quran had invited the
followers of other religions to gather on a common platform, on
the basis of a few fundamental beliefs. If this invitation had
been accepted in good faith, it would have ushered a new era,
an era of peace and progress. After centuries of senseless
blood-shed, conditions are again favourable for the renewal of
the invitation. A call to unite on the basis of an ideology which
satisfies the basic carving of man, is likely to be heeded now as
the socio-economic ideologies have failed to satisfy him.

The journal of Islamic Culture, during the last fifty years
has been contributing to the exposition and critical assessment
of the Islamic ideology. The present seminar, held in connection
with its Golden Jubilee celebrations marks the culmination of

its efforts in this field.
L9
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Osmania University
Diamond Jubilee Celebration
1978-79

Citation

Professor M. Salahuddin

A student of the University's first batch, Prof. Salauddin
had an outstanding academic record having passed in First
Division the Matriculation, Intermediate and B.A. Degree
Examinations of the University. Sent to Dacca University on a merit
scholarship in recognition of his academic brilliance he topped the
list of successful candidates at the M.A. (Philosophy) Examination
held in 1925 in which year he proceeded for higher studies to
England on a Government scholarship. He was a Research
Student at Oxford University and on his return from England
appointed Lecturer in English and Philosophy at the University in
1931; he became Reader in Philosophy in 1949, and In-charge
Head of the Department of Philosophy in 1958. After his retirement
from the University in 1959, he continued to devote himself to
research, and at present he is Secretary of the Islamic Culture
Board, Dairetul Maarif. In presenting this memento to him Osmania
University places on record its appreciation of the signal
achievement of a brilliant Osmanian and dedicated teacher of the
University. He is also honoured as a student of the first batch of
Osmania University.

Hyderabad Prof. G. RAM REDDI
July, 9, 1979 Vice-Chancellor
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