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As for the literary and artistic attributes, Mir.
Ghalib and Anis are much better than Igbal.
Are not the literary of Igbal's works on the
whole inferior to those of Shakespeare, Milton,
Wordsworth, Keats, Shelley, Homer, Virgin,
Dane, Goethe, Tolstoy, Burke, Bacon and
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The latter at best are pretty. And the same is true
of his best passages and lines. They are of
forthright expression of his thoughts and feelings,
and show a delicate sense of language. (A History
of Urdu Literature, pp. 482-485)
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‘Igbal's poetry, as is well-known is heavily
charged with erotic diction and imagery of
ghazal. The question before us is this; how does
Igbal use the language inherited from the past?
Does he try to tame it to his individual
requirements, or does he come under the category

of poets of low vitality."
P i,.f Ll /Ll Ff:} Il s L J:i.-rf_}‘f;f
“Igbal does not try to winnow and purify the
diction that has come down to him. He takes it as
he found it, and wuses it without much
consideration of its propriety. His mind runs in
grooves. His memory is stocked with a limited
number of words, metaphors and similes
borrowed from his predecessors, and he employs
them again and again ... Igbal does not usually

mould his language to his individual use. He
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follows the line of least resistance, abounding in
clichés, faded words, and dead metaphors." (A
History of Urdu Literature, p. 471-472)
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It is the maid-of-all work in his vocabulary and
has been worked to death.
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His style is sufficiently varied. Some of his poems
coruscate with imagery; others are simple and
restrained; others still, swift and racy. The best in
my opinion are Aql-o-Dil, Sarguzasht-Adm,
Chand aur Sitare, Aik Sham, Shab-e-Mi'raj are
better than Aik Arzu and Jugnu. The latter at best
are pretty. And the same is true of his best
passages and lines. There are forthright
expression of his thoughts and feelings and show

a delicate sense of language.
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