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There is no such thing as finality in philosophical
thinking. As knowledge advances and fresh avenues
of thought are opened, other views and probably
sounder views, than those set forth in these lectures,
are possible. Our duty is carefully to watch the pro-
gress of human thought, and to maintain an indepen-
dent critical attitude towards it. £F
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L3S Ko LS A2 A e §4s = LsBergson.3"
U Al L iUl SEUPI ok e FEJOIPE F S
JL’IS,L"'/”:(EJFUQGCLHJIM...-f:::....":"u'ic..iu"’/"s,;
b eic SN K i
JBit RS EE u».ﬁb’dl.—?ue-k:i-a"’ﬂ"i
VU HE LS § &5 4ur® LI L
"Thus the Kingdom of God on earth means a democra-
cy of more or less unique individuals, presided over by the
most unique individual possible on this earth. Neitzsche had a

glimpse of this idial race, but his atheism and his aristocratic
prejudices marred his whole conception.4
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Igbal, I am told, does not admit that he has been influ-
enced by Neitzsche, and it is easy to see why. Although some-
times,.... his perfact man appears to be closely akin to the He-
bermensch of the German philosopher, the points of
resemblance only are superficial. Igbal says: " Be tyrant” but
. he adds: " Ignore all except God". The exception is all impor-
tant, Neitzsche would not have made it; he would have said: "
Ignore all except thy will to power". The Muslim poet ac-
knowledges the authority of law, morality and religion as.re-
vealed in the Koran: he feels that his inner strength is derived
from love of God and developed by love of man.5 |
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The significance of Igbal is not that he holds it, but
that he manages to connect it with the Koran. Two modifica-
tions, and only two, have to be made: he condemns the Neitzs-
che who is an aristocrat, and an atheist; his superman is permit-

ted to spring from any class of society, and is obliged to
believe in God. No further difficulty occurs.6
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But the strongest influence is Neitzsche. The doctrine

of hardness, of individuality, of the need of conflict, and the
herefit of and enemy run all through the poem.7
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The affinities with Neitzsche and Bergson need not be
emphasised.8
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The great point in Christianity is the search for an

independent content for spiritual life which, according
to the insight of its founder, could be elevated, not by
the forces of a world external to the soul of man, but
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by the revelation of a new world within his soul. Islam
fully agrees with this insight and supplements it by the
further insight that the illumination of the new world
thus revealed is not something foreign to the world of
matter but permeates it through and through.(14)

s p LT

With Islam the ideal and the real are not two oppos-
ing forces which cannot be reconciled. The life of the
ideal consists, not in a total breach with the real which
would tend to shatter the organic wholeness of life into
painful oppositions, but in the perpetual endeavour of
the ideal to appropriate the real with a view eventually -
to absorb it, to convert it into itself and to illuminate
its whole being. (15)
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It 1s the lot of man to share in the deeper aspira-
tions of the universe around him and to shape his own
destiny as well as that of the universe, now by adjust-
ing himself to its forces, now by putting the whole of
his energy to mould its forces to his own ends and pur-
poses. And in this process of progressive change God
becomes a co-worker with him, provided man takes
the initiative :
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No doubt, the immediate purpose of the Quran in
this reflective observation of nature is to awaken in
man the consciousness of that of which nature 1s re-

garded a symbol.
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In the interests of securing a complete vision of Re-
ality, therefore, sense perceptionmustbe supplemcnt-
ed by the perception of what the Quran describes as'
Fuad, or 'Qalb,' i.e., heart.
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1- The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam,:
Knowledge and Religious Experience,
by Mohammad Igbal, Lahore, 1960, P.1
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"As far as I can see Mirza Galhib the Persian Poet - is
probably the only permanent contribution that we Indian
Muslims have made to the General Muslim Literature. Indeed
he is one of those poets whose imagination and intellect place

him above the narrow limtations of creed and nationality. His
recognition is yet to came."
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"The spiritual health of a people largely depends on the
kind of inspiration which their poets and artists receive. But in-
spiration is not a matter of choice. It is a gift the character of
which can not be critically. Indged by the recepient before ac-
cepting it. It comes to the individual unsolicited and only to so-

cialise itself.
The artist who 1s ablessing to mankind defies life. He is an

associate of God and feels the contact of Time and Eternity in
his soul."
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