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“Islam is one and indivisible. It brooks no distinction in
it. There are no Wahabies. Shias and Sunnis in
Islam. Fight not for the interpreations of the truth,
when the truth itself is in danger. It is foolish to
compalin of stumbling when you walk in the darkness
of night. Let all come forward and contribute their
respective share in the great toil of the nation. Let the
class distinctions and sectarianism be smashed for
ever"’

1 Igbal, Islam as a Moral and Political Ideal, 5. A Wahid, 1909, p. 54
New Delhi,
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"The ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by
Islam, is eternal and reveals itself in variety and
change. A society based on such a conception of
reality must reconcile, in its life, the permanance and
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change. It must possess eternal principles to regulate
its collective life, for the eternal gives us a foothold in
the world of perpetual change. But eternal principles
when they are undderstood to exclude all possibilities
of change which according to the Quran is one of the

greatest 'signs' of Allah, tend to immobalise what is

essentially mobile in its nature"’
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"The task before the modern Muslim is therefore,

immense. He has to rethink the whole system of
Islam without completely breaking with the past....
The only course open to us is to approach modern
knowledge with a respectiful but independent attitude
and to appreciate the teachings of Islam in the light of
that knowledge, even if we may be led to differ from
il
those who have gone before us
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1. The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, 4th lecture, by
S.M. lIgbal, Adam Publishers and Distributors Delhi. 1997
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